As we draw closer to the culmina-
tion of the vision that we have
been covering in this series of ar-
ticles, there are just a few more
important things we must cover
before we can talk about the re-
turn of the Lord Jesus Christ and
the establishment of a divinely
ordered kingdom here on earth.
We have begun this overview at
creation and looked at those
things that are important to grasp-
ing an understanding of who God
is, why He created us and what is
to be our ultimate salvation from
death and destruction. We have
passed through a lot of history,
looking at the key characters and
the covenants God made with
these followers of old.

In the previous issue we looked
at the announcement of Zechari-
ah, the father of John the Baptiz-
er, concerning the things John
would preach about the coming
Lord Jesus, especially the connec-
tion that Jesus would have to the
house of David or the Royal line
of David. We then took a close
look at how this royal son born in

and how he would come to rely
on his Father as he, like us, need-
ed to be perfected and God’s way
of doing this was such that Jesus
would be made perfect through
suffering.

In this issue, very timely as we
have just gone through the Easter
season, our thoughts are directed
to the death and resurrection of
our Lord and Savior. It was a
cruel death and it is a fair ques-
tion to ask why Jesus needed to
go through this painful and vio-
lent experience. How did this ex-
perience benefit us, which John
tells us Jesus endured because
“the world must learn that I love
the Father and that I do exactly
what my Father has commanded
me.” (John 14:31) The Article
entitled We Must See Jesus on the
Cross may help us to better un-
derstand the suffering of Jesus
and how this relates to us.

But his death was only the end of
his life in a body that was mortal
and subject to death and a mind
that knew temptation and felt its

ing manner because of the loving
and obedient relationship he had
with his heavenly father. Being
resurrected to an immortal state,
he would now go on to teach his
followers the importance of obe-
dience and what discipleship real-
ly means. We will briefly look at
this in the article, Go and Make
Disciples.

Being a disciple or follower of the
Lord Jesus Christ involves day to
day decisions in our lives and to
make these decisions the scrip-
tures tell us that Jesus is there to
help, there to guide and strength-
en and transform us into God’s
children. Some thoughts on this
transformation process are pre-
sented in the final articles entitled
Being Transformed Into His Im-
age.

Please read these articles and let
them guide and help you in
“Catching the Vision” as we
move closer to that day in the
near future when that vision will
become a reality.

Bethlehem would deal with sin power yet he met it in an unyield- * * *
We Must See Jesus on the Cross
Many people ask the question: First, Jesus had to be tested and (NKJV)

why did Jesus have to die? But
there’s another question—why
did he have to die such a painful,
violent death? Why did he have
to endure the hatred, violence,
and persecution of his own breth-
ren? Why was this necessary? It
is hard to comprehend or under-
stand. It was God who planned
and purposed this so there must
be good reason and when we get
past the pain and anguish we see
at least two good reasons for this
suffering:

perfected to the utmost—the ulti-
mate test.
For it was fitting for Him, for

whom are all things and by
whom are all things, in bring-
ing many sons to glory, to
make the captain of their sal-
vation perfect through suffer-
ings. For both He who sancti-
fies and those who are being
sanctified are all of one, for
which reason He 1is not
ashamed to call them breth-
ren... Hebrews  2:10-12
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During the days of Jesus' life
on earth, he offered up pray-
ers and petitions with loud
cries and tears to the one who
could save him from death,
and he was heard because of
his reverent submission. Alt-
hough he was a son, he
learned obedience from what
he suffered and, once made
perfect, he became the source
of eternal salvation for all
who obey him and was desig-
nated by God to be high
priest in the order of Mel-
(Continued on page 2)




We Must See Jesus on the Cross

(Continued from page 1)
chizedek. Hebrews
(NIV)

5:7-10

No one can question or doubt Je-
sus’ complete love for his Father,
complete trust in his Father, and
his complete obedience to his Fa-
ther. None of us has any excuse
or rationalization to disobey or
not trust, not love God in the
same way. None of us can say
that we have it harder or have en-
dured more. There is no excuse.

The second reason has to do with
us and, Peter, of all people would
understand this. It was Peter, who
several days after Jesus ascended
to his Father, preached to those
who were gathered in Jerusalem
on the Day of Pentecost:

"Men of Israel, listen to this:
Jesus of Nazareth was a man
accredited by God to you by
miracles, wonders and signs,
which God did among you
through him, as you your-
selves know. This man was
handed over to you by God's
set purpose and fore-
knowledge; and you, with the
help of wicked men, put him
to death by nailing him to the
cross. But God raised him
from the dead, freeing him
from the agony of death, be-
cause it was impossible for

death to keep its hold on
him...

God has raised this Jesus to
life, and we are all witnesses
of the fact. Exalted to the
right hand of God, he has re-
ceived from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has
poured out what you now see
and hear...

"Therefore let all Israel be
assured of this: God has
made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and
Christ." Acts 2:22-24,32-
33,36 (NIV)

“You with the help of wicked
men, crucified the Son of God.”
Jesus on the cross is the fullness
of wickedness exposed. We can
no longer justify ourselves or hide
behind any excuse. It should
bring recognition to each of us
that we are no different—that,
we, in the same situation would
do the same thing. Jesus could
have come to any people in any
age and the result would have
been the same—out of fear, jeal-
ousy, hatred would come the
death of the only righteous person
to have ever lived. The cross is
not a pretty sight and the cross is
us. We did this. In this recogni-
tion of who we truly are comes
true repentance and a changed
heart.

Peter would know this. He had
bragged that even if everyone else

denied Jesus, he would not. But
when the time came he was no
better. His denials were loud and
insistent. And then, Jesus, looked
at him. Peter’s heart was bro-
ken—he went out and wept bitter-
ly. What had he done?

So Peter of all people knew the
pain and anguish—the broken
heart, when he said to the gath-
ered crowd on that Day of Pente-
cost, “you with the help of wick-
ed men crucified the Son of
God”. Many on that Day of Pen-
tecost finally, also, saw them-
selves clearly:

When the people heard this,
they were cut to the heart and
said to Peter and the other

apostles, "Brothers, what
shall we do?" Acts 2:37
(NIV)

Jesus, on that painful cross,

brings us to the recognition of our
sin, brings us to repentance,
brings us to a changed heart,
brings us to the intense desire to
be different. And it is at this
time, God, working through Jesus
our Lord, starts making us into
his faithful children. We cannot
be God’s children without going
through this humbling and heart
changing experience.

* * *

Go and Make Disciples

Before Jesus ascended into heav-
en to be at the right hand of his
Father, he gave a commission to
his disciples, a commission that
turned them into apostles:

Then Jesus came to them and
said, "All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given
to me. Therefore, go and

make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded
you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end
of the age." Matthew 28:18-
20 (NIV)
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The disciples were told to “go
and make disciples...baptizing
them...teaching them to obey
everything”. In obedience to this
command, Peter commanded the
repentant people on the Day of
Pentecost to obey:



Go and Make Disciples
(Continued from page 2)

Peter replied, "Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins.
And you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. The prom-
ise is for you and your chil-
dren and for all who are far
off-for all whom the Lord our
God will call." Acts 2:38-39
(NIV)

Jesus teaches us that discipleship
means following him in obedi-
ence:

"Not everyone who says to
me, 'Lord, Lord,’ will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but
only he who does the will of
my Father who is in heaven.
Many will say to me on that
day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name, and
in your name drive out de-
mons and perform many mir-
acles?' Then I will tell them
plainly, 'l never knew you.
Away from me, you evildo-
ers!'

"Therefore everyone who
hears these words of mine
and puts them into practice is
like a wise man who built his
house on the rock. The rain

came down, the streams rose,
and the winds blew and beat
against that house; yet it did
not fall, because it had its
foundation on the rock. But
everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not
put them into practice is like
a foolish man who built his
house on sand. The rain came
down, the streams rose, and
the winds blew and beat
against that house, and it fell
with a great crash." Matthew
7:21-17 (NIV)

Then Jesus said to his disci-
ples, "If anyone would come
after me, he must deny him-
self and take up his cross and
follow me. For whoever
wants to save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his
life for me will find it. What
good will it be for a man if
he gains the whole world, yet
forfeits his soul? Or what can
a man give in exchange for
his soul? For the Son of Man
is going to come in his Fa-
ther's glory with his angels,
and then he will reward each
person according to what he
has done. Matthew 16:24-28
(NIV)

To this you were called, be-

with this earth
How the Bible can have a deep and lasting impact on your life.

cause Christ suffered for you,
leaving you an example, that
you should follow in his
steps.

"He committed no sin, and
no deceit was found in his
mouth." 1 Peter 2:20-22
(NIV)

Sin, which is rebellion against
God, has always been the prob-
lem. Jesus was very clear con-
cerning the source of this sin and
rebellion:

He replied, "Isaiah was right
when he prophesied about
you hypocrites; as it is writ-
ten: ""These people honor me
with their lips, but their
hearts are far from me. Mark
7:6 (NIV)

"Are you so dull?" he asked.
"Don't you see that nothing
that enters a man from the
outside can make him
'unclean'? For it doesn't go
into his heart but into his
stomach, and then out of his
body." (In saying this, Jesus
declared all foods "clean.")

He went on: "What comes
out of a man is what makes
him 'unclean.' For from with-
in, out of men's hearts, come

(Continued on page 4)

New Learn to Read the Bible Effectively Seminar
Attend this seminar and learn

How to read the Bible effectively by becoming more familiar with its structure
and content

How one book, the book of Acts, tells of God’s complete plan and purpose

Starts April 28th and continues for eight weeks

Thursday - 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM
At the
Hampton Inn and Suites

More information to follow
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(Across Jefferson from Patrick Henry Mall)




Go and Make Disciples

(Continued from page 3)
evil thoughts, sexual immo-
rality, theft, murder, adul-
tery, greed, malice, deceit,
lewdness, envy, slander, ar-
rogance and folly. All these
evils come from inside and
make a man 'unclean."
Mark 7:17-23 (NIV)

With repentance we receive
God’s forgiveness. With repent-
ance comes a change of heart.

We desire to serve God but we
need help. Jesus has given us an
example to follow but to be like
him, to be Jesus’ disciples and
love and obey God as he does,
we need constant help in a pro-
cess of transformation.  Jesus
lives and because he lives he is
always able to help us. He is our
High Priest helping us through
temptations.

For surely it is not angels he
helps, but Abraham's de-

scendants. For this reason he
had to be made like his
brothers in every way, in or-
der that he might become a
merciful and faithful high
priest in service to God, and
that he might make atone-
ment for the sins of the peo-
ple. Because he himself suf-
fered when he was tempted,
he is able to help those who
are being tempted. Hebrews
2:16-18 (NIV)

Being Transformed Into His Image

Through the Spirit, the power of
God that was given to him, Jesus
leads, guides, strengthens, and
transforms us into God’s chil-
dren. But we must stay connect-
ed to him. In a beautiful analogy
Jesus teaches us this:

"I am the true vine, and my
Father is the gardener. He
cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while
every branch that does bear
fruit he prunes so that it will
be even more fruitful. You
are already clean because of
the word I have spoken to
you. Remain in me, and I
will remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by it-
self; it must remain in the
vine. Neither can you bear
fruit unless you remain in
me.

"I am the vine; you are the
branches. If a man remains
in me and I in him, he will
bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing. If
anyone does not remain in
me, he is like a branch that
is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up,
thrown into the fire and
burned. If you remain in me
and my words remain in

you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be given you.
This is to my Father's glory,
that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be
my disciples.

"As the Father has loved
me, so have I loved you.
Now remain in my love. If
you obey my commands,
you will remain in my love,
just as I have obeyed my
Father's commands and re-
main in his love. I have told
you this so that my joy may
be in you and that your joy
may be complete. My com-
mand is this: Love each oth-
er as [ have loved you.
Greater love has no one than
this, that he lay down his
life for his friends. You are
my friends if you do what I
command. I no longer call
you servants, because a
servant does not know his
master's business. Instead, I
have called you friends, for
everything that [ learned
from my Father I have made
known to you. You did not
choose me, but I chose you
and appointed you to go and
bear fruit-fruit that will last.
Then the Father will give
you whatever you ask in my
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name. This is my command:
Love each other. John 15:1
-17 (NIV)

Meditate on these verses. How
do we stay connected to Jesus?
What does it mean to bear fruit?
Why does Jesus want us to re-
main in him? What does Jesus
command us to do?

After a true recognition of who
we are in our hearts, after repent-
ance with a true desire to be chil-
dren of God, and after receiving
God’s forgiveness, there is a pro-
cess of changing, that is, being
made perfect. Just as Jesus
needed perfecting, so do we.
Paul describes the process in
writing to the church in Philippi:

But what things were gain to
me, these I have counted
loss for Christ. Yet indeed I
also count all things loss for
the excellence of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whom I have
suffered the loss of all
things, and count them as
rubbish, that I may gain
Christ and be found in Him,
not having my own right-
eousness, which is from the
law, but that which is
through faith in Christ, the



Being Transformed Into His

Image

(Continued from page 4)
righteousness which is from
God by faith; that I may
know Him and the power of
His resurrection, and the fel-
lowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His
death, if, by any means, I
may attain to the resurrection
from the dead.

Not that I have already at-
tained, or am already perfect-
ed; but I press on, that I may
lay hold of that for which
Christ Jesus has also laid
hold of me. Brethren, I do
not count myself to have ap-
prehended; but one thing I
do, forgetting those things
which are behind and reach-
ing forward to those things
which are ahead, I press to-
ward the goal for the prize of
the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:7-
14 (NKJV)

And to the church in Corinth he
wrote concerning the change or
transformation that Jesus, through
the power of God, is bringing
about in each one who turns to
him:

Nevertheless when one turns
to the Lord, the veil is taken

away. Now the Lord is the
Spirit; and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty.
But we all, with unveiled
face, beholding as in a mirror
the glory of the Lord, are be-
ing transformed into the
same image from glory to
glory, just as by the Spirit of
the Lord. 2 Corinthians 3:15-
18 (NKJV)

Finally, listen to Paul’s powerful
and beautiful prayer for all those
who follow Jesus:

For this reason I kneel before
the Father, from whom his
whole family in heaven and
on earth derives its name. [
pray that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen you
with power through his Spirit
in your inner being, so that
Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And I
pray that you, being rooted
and established in love, may
have power, together with all
the saints, to grasp how wide
and long and high and deep
is the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses
knowledge-that you may be
filled to the measure of all
the fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all

we ask or imagine, according
to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Je-
sus throughout all genera-

tions, for ever and ever!
Amen. Ephesians 3:14-21
(NIV)

God’s plan and purpose with his
creation has always been to
“bring many sons and daughters
to glory”. It is his purpose that
we should be made in his image
and bring glory to him as Jesus in
his life brought glory to his Fa-
ther. Jesus through his total love
and obedience to the Father, was
perfected and then exalted to
God’s right hand. Through the
process of our hearts breaking
when we see Jesus on that cross,
that the change in us, that trans-
formation to being made in the
image of his Son, can begin. It is
through the constant, continual
powerful work of Jesus in our
lives, by our being connected to
him as obedient disciples, that we
are being transformed into his
likeness, from glory to glory.

* * *

Are you currently attending a weekly Bible Class?

Thursday - 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM
Friday - 11:00 AM to 12:00 AM

At the
Hampton Inn and Suites

(Across Jefferson from Patrick Henry Mall)

If not, why not join us on Thursday evening or Friday morning for a stimulating look at
God'’s Word and an opportunity to capture the vision! Let his Holy Scripture open your
eyes and heart to the wonderful things he has in store for this earth.

Ps 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. KV
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DailyBibleReader
PO Box 16070
Newport News, VA 23608

Daily Bible Readings for April, May and June

APRIL MAY JUNE

Day Old Test New Test/Psa Old Test New Test/Psa Old Test New Test/Psa
1 Deut 13,14 Mark 6 Judges 3,4 1 Corinth 11 Job 38,39 Psalm 59

2 Deut 15,16 Psalm 33,34 Judges 5,6 1 Corinth 12 Job 40-42 Luke 17

3 Deut 17,18 Mark 7 Judges 7,8 1 Corinth 13 | Sam 1. 2 Luke 18

4 Deut 19,20 Mark 8 Judges 9,10 Psalm 48 | Sam 3. 4 Psalm 60. 61
5 Deut 21,22 Mark 9 Judges 11,12 | Corinth 14 |Sam 5. 6 Luke 19

6 Deut 23,24 Psalm 35 Judges 13,14 | Carinth 15 |1Sam 7. 8 Luke 20

7 Deul 25,26 Mark 10 Judges 15,16 Psalm 49 | Sam 9.10 Luke 21

8 Deut 27,28 Mark 11 Judges 17,18 | Corinth 16 | Sam 11. 12 Psalm 62. 63
9 Deut 29,30 Psalm 36,37 Judges 19,20 Psalm 50 | Sam 13. 14 Luke 22

10 Deut 31,32 Psalm 38,39 Judge 21 Ruth 1 |Psalm 51. 52 | Sam 15. 16 Luke 23

11 Deut 33,34 Mark 12 Ruth 2-4 Luke 1 | Sam 17. 18 Luke 24

12 Provb 17,18 Mark 13 Provb 29,30 Luke 2 | Sam 19. 20 Psalm 64. 65
13 Provb 19,20 Mark 14 Provb 31 Luke 3 | Sam 21. 22 Psalm 66. 67
14 Provb 21,22 Mark 15 Job 1-3 Psalm 53 | Sam 23. 24 Il Corinth 1

15 Joshua 1,2 Mark 16 Job 4,5 Luke 4 | Sam 25. 26 Il Corinth 2
16 Joshua 3,4 Psalm 40,41 Job 6,7 Luke 5 | Sam 27. 28 Il Corinth 3
17 Joshua 5,6 1 Corinth 1 Job 8,9 Luke 6 i Sam 29-31 Psalm 68

18 Joshua 7. 8 1 Corinth 2 Job 10,11 Psalm 54,55 Eccles 1. 2 Psalm 69

19 Joshua 9,10 1 Corinth 3 Job 12,13 Luke 7 Eccles 3. 4 Il Corinth 4
20 Joshua 11,12 Psalm 42,43 Job 14,15 Luke 8 Eccles 5. 6 Il Corinth 5
21 Joshua 13,14 1 Corinth 4 Job 16,17 Psalm 56 Eccles 7. 8 Il Corinth 6
22 Joshua 15,16 1 Corinth 5 Job 18,19 Luke 9 Eccles 9.10 Psalm 70. 71
23 Joshua 17,18 Psalm 44 Job 20,21 Luke 10 Eccles 11. 12 Il Corinth 7
24 Joshua 19,20 1 Corinth 6 Job 22,23 Luke 11 Il Sam 1. 2 Il Corinth 8
25 Joshua 21,22 1 Corinth 7 Job 24,25 Psalm 57 Il Sam 3. 4 Il Corinth 9
26 Joshua 23,24 1 Corinth 8 Job 26,27 Luke 12 Il Sam 5. 6 Il Corinth 10
27 Provb 23,24 Psalm 45 Job 28,29 Luke 13 Il Sam 7. 8 Psalm 72

28 Provwb 25,26 1 Corinth 9 Job 30,31 Psalm 58 Il Sam 9. 10 Psalm 73

29 Provwb 27,28 1 Corinth 10 Job 32,33 Luke 14 Il Sam 11.12 Il Corinth 11
30 Judges 1,2 Psalm 46. 47 Job 34,35 Luke 15 Il Sam 13.14 Il Corinth 12
31 Job 36,37 Luke 16

Follow the daily readings on the web:
www.dailybiblereader.com Make it a habit!




Free DVD offer

INTRODUCING THE BIBL

Karam Ram is a Bible reader living in England and with the help of a f
answers two questions:

1. Why do people read the Bible?

2. Why are some people actually willing to suffer in order to

To receive a free copy of this DVD send your name an

DailyBibleReader, P.O. Box 16070, Newpqgrt New:
or e-mail info@dailybiblereadgr.com.
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The Royal Son-Made Perfect through Suffering (Continued)

Are you currently attending a weekly Bible Class? If not,
why not join us on Thursday evening for a stimulating look
at God’s Word and capture the vision!

New Series to start January 7th, 2016

Thursday - 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM
At the
Hampton Inn and Suites
(Across Jefferson from Patrick Henry Mall)

Ps 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. KJV
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